Kindergarten and First Grade Strategies 
Strategies the students will be using will vary depending on the size of the number and the developmental level of the child. Students are encouraged to group objects or numbers to understand that a number is made up of many different combinations and to see that grouping is more efficient than counting by ones.
Using manipulatives or pictures to help count and keep track of adding and subtracting situations.
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      5       +      5       =      10
Counting On or Counting Back        3 + 2 = 

Starting at either the smaller number or the larger number. 
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           “3,                        4,                         5”
Breaking numbers apart and using 10 as a landmark number

5 + 6 = 5 + 5 + 1  

10 + 1 = 11

Addition Combinations (1st Grade):
Sums that Make 10—1 + 9, 2 + 8, 3 + 7, 4 + 6, 5 + 5, 6 + 4, 7 + 3, 8 + 2, and 9 + 1. Students need many experiences building all the ways there are to make 10 with manipulatives until they recognize these combinations. 
First Grade Computation Expectations: Fluent with combinations to at least 6 and strategies for combinations to ten.

